NOTE  ON THE  TEXT
of Dunciad B
The New Dunciad: As it was Found in the Tear 1741 was published
by T. Cooper in March 1742; it was a quarto of 48 pages.1 A
second quarto (Griffith 549) contains a number of slight revisions
in the text of both poem and notes, and two additional lines. Late
in April Cooper published what he described on the title-page as
"The Second Edition", but what was, in fact, a reissue of the
sheets of the second quarto, with a new title-page (Griffith 556).
An octavo which probably preceded it is suspected by Professor
Griffith of being a piracy, although it carries Cooper's name on the
title-page. It must certainly be suspect, for Cooper was advertising
in the London Evening-Post, April 22-4, 1742, that there was no
genuine edition of the poem except in quarto, "nor will there be
one in any other Form till it is joined with the rest of the Author's
Works in the Duodecimo Volume." This octavo, which was set up
from a copy of the first quarto and incorporates none of the re-
visions of the second quarto described above, has been collated
here with the other Cooper editions; but though it has been given
the benefit of the doubt it has almost certainly no textual authority.
Two 1742 octavo piracies "Printed for J. H. Hubbard" (Pro-
fessor Griffith suspects that Edmund Curll was behind them), and
two Dublin editions of the same date, have not been collated.
The "Duodecimo Volume" mentioned in Cooper's advertisement
was the small octavo Works (vol. iii, pt. ii) published in July,
containing "The Dunciad, Book IV And The Memoirs of Scrib-
lerus." The text had been revised slightly; it was revised again for a
further edition of this volume later in the same year.
During 1743 Pope was at work on the new version of the
Dunciad in which Theobald was to be dethroned in favour of
Colley Gibber; it was published in quarto by M. Cooper towards
the end of October as The Dunciad, In Four Books. This is generally
regarded as the first edition of the Gibber Dunciad9 but there is a
i. A Large Paper quarto is catalogued in the Ashley Library (Griffith 547).
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